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Dear Chairman Powell:

There is no rational explanation for imposing new charges and fees on the prepaid calling
cards services that our military service personnel rely on so heavily. The FCC must act
against any effort to make pre-paid calling cards more expensive,

American men and women become soldiers, sailors, airman and Marines to improve
themselves as individuals while providing a blanket of freedom for all Americans. When
deployed, our troops must often make sacrifices to meet their financial obligations back
home, particularly our reservists who are called away from their jobs. The price of
calling home can be high but our troops will call at any price just to let their families
know that they are safe. That is why low cost pre-paid calling cards are so popular.

The last thing the FCC should do now is make the lives of our soldiers more difficult by
increasing the cost of calling home. But if the FCC decides to add new fees to calls
placed using prepaid cards, you are doing nothing more than eating into the already
limited resources of our service personnel in combat. New fees will undoubtedly make
the cost of using pre-paid calling cards go up.

When you’re an American soldier in Afghanistan or Iraq, calling home for just a few
cents a minute is something you look forward to: both to comfort your family and to lift
your own morale. It would be nothing short of tragic for the FCC to erode the purchasing
power of calling cards for our soldiers who are serving far away from home.

Sincerely,

Senior Master Sergeant, USAF, Retired
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